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Q. How much land is receiving biosolids in Virginia?

A. Only 56,000 acres of more than 8.25 million acres of farmland received
biosolids in 2006.

According to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, during 2006, approximately
263,000 dry tons of biosolids were applied to nearly 56,000 acres of permitted land
application sites. There are 8.25 million acres of cropland and pastureland in Virginia, thus
biosolids was used as fertilizer on less than seven-tenths of one percent of this area. In
comparison, commercial fertilizer was used on more than 2.3 million acres and animal
manure on more than 389,000 acres (2007 U.S. Department of Agriculture Census).

Together, agriculture and forestry are Virginia's number one industry, contributing more than
$79 billion each year to the state economy and generating more than 500,000 jobs. The
Commonwealth of Virginia is a big state, with more than 8.25 million acres devoted to
agriculture and another 15.7 million acres of forestland.

For a number of Virginia farmers, the use of biosolids has become an important resource in
the cultivation of such feed crops as hay, soybeans and corn. Many farmers report that
productivity can increase by 50 percent on land receiving biosolids. This improved
productivity is important to a farmer’s quality of life, the local and state economy and the
preservation of Virginia’s agricultural open space.

Some sustainably managed forests in Virginia also benefit from the application of biosolids,
although the actual number of acres of forestland receiving biosolids is very small.

The amount of farmland permitted for biosolids in Virginia is only 350,000 acres, which
means that only about 16 percent of farmland permitted for biosolids actually received an
application in 2006.

A number of factors serve to limit the use of biosolids in Virginia: Some land is not suitable
because of crops, slopes that are too steep or soils that are too shallow and over bedrock or
high water tables. Some farmers prefer not to use biosolids. Nutrient management plans for
tracts receiving biosolids typically limit applications to once every three years or more. The
availability of class B biosolids is also a factor, since Virginia’s wastewater treatment plants
do not produce enough biosolids to meet the demands of Virginia’s farmers. The supply of
biosolids from other states is also inadequate to meet demand.
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